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another 3 but on the other e 
| eis tha 


is much need, for, inſtruction; to in- 
ſtance in a few particulars, it is 3 
a controyerſy 2 — ther the moral law = 
be obligatory. ene e but the | + 
Catholics are ſo their merits 
and rely ſo muc — that they * 

reckon, the number of their Ave- F + | 

Maria's to be a true indication of 

their juſt claim to heaven; and, many 

others are ſo groſsly ignorant as 55 fan- 

cy a prayer or Afr. precept for a 
e 2 ule 
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tele f li is 4 8 2 
dtfend them from Witeh-eraft and He 
power of evil ſpirits; and it is * 
. obvious that a formal 

a chapter, without eyer . 
ing it, or it for a rule of 
action, is + vety Eommnion praktiee, 
-#nibmuch that ft Rat taken up an ex- 
tent of time of many hundred year: 
To read the burial chapter at our fu 
nerals, and the Underfanding ther- 
bf, may juftly de fad to be on che 

f decline; for in the church, 
fot the firſt four hundred yrs; the 
: doctrine of the materialiſts is faid-to 
- prevail, but now the doctrine of an 
| Immateriatunextended fubſtanee hath 
taken place, gentlemen, and its vota- 
ries have laughed the doctrine of the 
. CRIES church, 'and'moſt eertain- 
ly that of St. Pai out of eaunte- 
nance: But you Who fignalize y 
felves friends of rationatenquiry, and 

aſſertors 


1 

aſſertors of the ht of private judg- 
ment in — matters have laid. 
me, and I hope the public; under an 


eternal obligation for your ſerrimattar 
Etruſt I ſhall be able tu make it ma- 


from ſeripture and reaſon,) that be- 
twixt: the time vfrour deathcand, the 
ſtate, as — dads — but a 
Kate of torment, in aſmuch as there 
| e edn nd enjoy but mat 
ter. That it may not ſeem ſingular 
— I ſuppoſe the church hath been 
ſo in the dark in tlieſe matters, of fo 
much weight and moment, let it be 
obſerved that our Saviour faith, I go 
to prepare a place for you, and Tul 
Comme again 10 receive you. And St 

Dau faith, the laf enemy thee. ſhail be 
5 deſßreyed is death; Again he faith, 
the night is far ſpent, the day is at 


band, And by St. Jabn, * | 


0147s 


nifeſt, for Þreckon, (and obvious both 


| 
| 
| 


e 
pus fate of all day wat to commence in 
bs future times, at the ife aund f the une: 
es, ben rhe myſtery of Con ſpall te: 
JREGLY I 1101000 BOG ra os Srila 
But the particular thing I beg you 
to take notice of, is, Whether there 
can be a cauſe prior ta matter, for 
this is the very centre and point by; 
which my hypotheſis muſt ſtand or 
fall. If the point ſeems . diſguſting 
(as I know much leſs would to ſome} 
tion is parallel to that of Pr, C band. 
kr, when he affirms, that if good and 
evil could be changed by an arbitrary 
being, we could never know what is 
good or evil; ſo I obſerve that if our 
exiſtence be derivative from a being 
prior to nature, that can create and 
antihilate at pleaſure, on {ſuch an 
hypotheſis the future ſtate of man is 
at beſt contingent and uncertain, 


But ſuppoſe matter a neceſſary exiſte 


* * I > is) n 


| oh Exiſtence" is allo neceſf 
Would imagine it no bad til. eto 25 
prehend and fully comprehend that 
there is no degree of ſubſtance how 
reſin d ſoever, any lighter than mat 
ter infinitely refin'd, as is hereafter 
: : obſerved; then it N follow, that 
rhere i is nothing but matter and ſpace, 
and one pound of any thing can ne- 
ver magnify itſelf into two, nor can 
empty ſpace congeal, or "form, or 
produce, « — atom. 3554 of 
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o Se ade 35 
ſult of pure Reaſon, and the Coincidence betwixt that 
and the Scriptures, and thou will be able to judge whe- 


ther it be a Thing indifferent to take up thy Lodging in 


the bollowed Earth, or, immediately after Death to be 
born in a Vehicle of Fine, _ _ of the 
Air. 5 n Rt ow ih rs 
Life, of St. 1, and Solomon's Song, 
and the 1 if Te in Geneſis, and when thou baſt 
peruſed theſe Remarks carefully over, I doubt not but 
you will acquieſce in my Opinion, that they are ſi 

ed by indubitable Reaſon. I have long been poſſeſſed of 
this Subject, and have troubled Divines therewith ; 
. ute my Arguments; and thiſe | 
lions Bere anſwered, were by Divines of no mean 
— At - 


CANDID READER. 
2 Na 


2 10 one, hath. 
Reaſon,” F atteiided 10 all the 
Brine 9 tes tht Lend ay i ai main 


nud in F Ne, Mr. 
Lon's open ca forth, you my juuge I feized the 
ty;*when, be e Mie abe follow- 
ing * Expreſſions ; that Man and all the groß denſe. 
in Nature are Patts of the. divine Eſſence, 
wwhic now. exift in a ereatiral ſeparation. And again 
O M Rand amazzd to view the Excellences of thy 
ee Aud in another Place, O glorious Day 
when every denſe * 4 Hall be looſed from the 
Bond ef its ſantys.: 9 wo: 11 
be callt it the outftretching of |; Heck 
Adorazion,”: From fuch touches as the a 25 17 
concluded: him to. be a proper Perſam for me to relate to 
ban, what's DeteBation I bad conceived for _ 
texred in the Earth; in fine, TI wrote in bim, 
nf wo-other Arguments but what Gs dean Gen 
See; "urging: . e ur Opinion 
an bold. the ſame" Doctrine. I reminded him of the 
Paſſages aforementioned, ſe jo forth: my deplorable Saua 
tion with all the Energy and Pathos I was capable of. 
ee Lees oa fe ruin ph Th 
ain 5 ſee him, Tate. a0 Hor, where 


4 Concermment of Mind) Thou it e 

Behmen and Law Huld, ibut divine" and human IV- 
ture ir hib one; yet tbe latter wrote to me as if be 
ſupported none but the common Opinion," and fpoke ST 
Soul and Body as two" giftint Beings.” Note. 7 
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To —— * * the Text 4 
Penitent 7 bief upon the Croſs roſs; ee not that 


2 Hop of Carli DruEdmund Law, roye- 


| ther. with My.\Harwood,: in bis elegant Tranſlation 


the New Teſtament, from the moſt ancient and 
* Manuſcrigits,, renders the Paſſage thus,*Verily, . 
ay: unto thee; though this Day thou ſeeſt 
this ignominy, yet hereafter thou ſhall 
partake with me of a Hleſſed Eternity. He alſo. 
made ufe"of the following Portion of - Scriptures Lam 
in a Strait betwixt two, and to hve is Chriſt, and 
to die is Gain; and to be with Chriſt, which is bet · 
ter, &c. M. Law very well kurtu that he was con- 
tradicting th Rules laid id down by himſelf; It his m. 
nifeſt St. Paul defignedly urges the Importance of tbe 
Reſurrefion of tbe Dead, 8 xv, Chap. and affirms. 
what amounts: to thus much; that the Reſurrection 
from the Grave in a ſpiritual Body, 1 is the Admiſ- 
ſion into Glory. But iF amp one can prove, that theſe. 
Paſſages which Mr. Law quotes, prove that we zo o 
Heaven | immediately after Death, and while the Body 
is in the Graue; be at the ſame Time proves that, the 
Spirit of Cod contradits itſelf. Bui we muſt mind, 
as before: obſerved, whether: the Apoſtle, in theſe Places 
quoted by Mr. Law, intended to fate the Time whey. 
We ſhall joy. Happineſs. St. Paul is. extolling tbe 
Church, and ſpcaks upon a Suppafition, 
that if be went immediately into Tach, be ſbould be 
in a Strait tubetber to depart or to ſtay and take. Care 


of the Church; pid 9954s in other Places f 


Stripture, that Things are ſpoke of as they, are. aca 
taken, and not as they are themſelves. - 
Mr. Law alſo quoted, * ate-the Dead which 


g > * 


oN DID ABADER.” | nf | 


what benceforth, ? Vo from the: Ti 2 7 the har | 
of any that tied Before "the Time of Ohriſt's ſecond © 
0 for he muſt come again before be: receives us 
e The hence forth 15 thus oo underſtood ; if 
ſometime that the Spirit of God was then ſpeaking of, as 
parallel to Mis Bleſſed are they that are called to 
we marriage 7 of the Lamb; and mam other 

laces of The 0 I and New T Namen point out, the 
glorious Times that ſhould'be hereafter. Such is the 
opening of the inner Court of Ezekiel's Temple, that 
Was 2 tbe fix working Days, but open on the Sabbath, 
which is to be underſtood, the great Sabbath, the reſt 
and good Day of the M. ord, when the Devil Hall no 
more deceive the Nations, in this important Caſe of the 
State of the Dead, and Sufferings of the Graus; which 
Time, God of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy horten; 
and break, O Lord, according ta thy gracious Promiſe, 
the League and Agreement with Death and Hell. 

F forgot to fo thn Mr. Law objefied thus, ' bow 
fhould it be ſung by the Church, O Death | where is 
'thy Sting? O Grave ! where is thy Viflory? If the 
9 as you ſuppoſe, be the Place of Torment; I an- 
fwered, this dong takes Place when the Boch comes out 
of the WO" * 
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various ſtates 8 
No future ſtate is fares thee, 
But what's by pure neceſſity. 


II. 
All nature in two parts doch le, 
In body, and inanity ; 
And that which doth inchade the whole, - 
Takes in all ſpitis body, foul. 


III. 
Twixt ſpace and matter, is no 
Can any axiom be more plain? 
And this is truth, that man . 
That matter's from eternity. 


IV. | 
Far if it was not, this is th* caſe, 
Nought was it maker, but mere prey 


But 


(8+ 


But out of nathing, nothing gros, : 
Bae 5 reaſon ſhens. 3 


3 — — 


v. | 

© An hs i ich that ay ry Dunk 
That modes are both our well and FL 1 

From whence it can be made right plain, K 0 

That in N ſuffer pain. ne 
VI. 

For e' er ye can to heaven's 


We muſt expand as by a 
And thus my ins friends — to s 
are free. 6 


To d tree of life, ye 


Search time and { if can find, 
'The traces of Ly : 


Matter obtruded, feels 
Space knows no contact or 


e 
Search where you will u plainly ſee, 
Of matter is. all 2 oF ws N 
Subſtance, not matter, is anſound, | 
For — nothing, ne er was found. 


IX. 

Both time . ſpace, are uncreate; 
Matter and motion are by fat; 
Mode's change deciſive is to thee, 

If joy 1 muſt be. 


X. £3 
Nothing tut, oof aaa, &.. - 
e hath he cas ded 2 But 
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. © Mind, can exempt from matter be? 
And Cudworth's teaching out of ſeaſon, - 
Till bold aſſertion goes for reaſon nn: 
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Is what no man &er comprehende t. 
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STATE after DEATH. 


fs 72 1423's) 
* N SSURANC E of cemal falvation. 
N 1 ſo often inculcated d 
t it naturally leads u to 
inquire how we came to be certain 
22 of our future exiſtance. God (ay 
they) is an incomprehenſible, um- 
exiſtant. Man (ſay they) is 


material 
not — — exiſtant, but exiſteth by, and durin 
the pleaſure wo. this... incomprehenſible . cauſe 

cauſes; but in this Ds reaſon andi inquiry are 


27A 


quite at a ſtand. 
If we inquire into the. cerraioty. of revelation, 
and-it ought not to give offence; we receive the 


ſeripture upon the authority of the pr en and apo- 
ſtles, men fallible like — * lived in times 
of greater darkneſs; and to one unac out fe with 
inſpiration, nor preſent at the performing thoſe 

i miracles, it muſt amount to no more 
a viz; we receive the ſcriptures, upon che authority 

of men like ourſelves. 
But for aſmuchas they were confirmed by miracles, 
the following « query may not be unſeaſonable, — 
m 


- > wats 


we 3 ſr wg —— 
* DEST r= 
may be made; that 4s may bo of uſe; for 4ithing 
i r += 


w, which might not come by way of 


. | 

WAS. | {pron mult preſide in > 

[+ | fuch a revelation ; otherwiſe we „ J 

FR | take what every bold pretender to revelati i 
| | | te/to himſelf to be ring 


mw eich Chi 3: My . ee n 


to matter; there. can be ho ſpi- 
 rit whatſoever, but! it muſt be material, or imma. 

| | n and 6 are clear N that. 3 
| #3 3.243603 |} 5 3308 there 5 F 

_ He me 8 Nenn 1 25 2 / n 213 . | | 4 

Wen mean her the Subſance of fence, of which ont 1 
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there. is no degree or kind of ſubſtince bew 


/ e Matter and ſpace. Matter can be refined ad infini- 
iu, and there cannot be a ſubſtance finer than 
| matter thus refined. . 5 


n, if there was a non-rittendad: UN 


—— could it fill all extenſion? And if there was a 


non- extended ſubſtance, it might exiſt out of ſpace 
or place, but it is certain that out of ſpace or * 
nothing can exiſt; therefore, there can be no unex- 
tended ſubſtance: And it is as juſtifiable to ſay 
there is two, three, or any other number of un- 
extended ſubſtances, as one. But ſuppoſe it muſt 
be allowed that there is an incomprehenſible cauſe 
that was prior to every things and can create and 


annihilate; at pleaſure, from ſuch an hypotheſis, no 


certainty: can be drayn of our future exiſtance, 
either in a ſtate of joy or mi 


It cannot be inferred, that, any ching will exiſt, 


but, what doth ſo by neceſſity; and if any one 


knows, or ever did, where an immaterial ſpirit ope- 
rates, or did operate, let him ſhew it. The ſub- 
ſtance that we are made of, is certainly eternal, and 


moſt certainly will be eternal, and its ſenſibilities 


are qualities of matter that can be varied by nothing 
but variation of mode. This we preſume to be the 
reſult of right reaſon, and doubt not but we can 


ſhew it to be agreeable to the grand deſigns of the 


New Teſtament. ed the divine authority of 


the ſcripture cannot be aſſcertained upon the ctedit 
of the prophets and apoſtles, or by the ſanction of the 


miracles, or of general councils; yet it is eaſy to prove 


that, the doctrine contained therein conincides with 


right reaſon. — It is clear and evident that St. 


Paul maintains, chat if there be no reſurrection, there 
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is, no reward for « rift life; is clay 
there is a reward, foraſmuch as there is u teſuriee- 


that, the difference betwixt a bad ſtate and a 
one, lies in the difference betwixt being rai 


tion. In theſe affirmations; it is clearly intimated, 


not raiſed; and he hereby cuts off all the notions 
of an immaterial ſpirit. - If we could ſuffer and 
enjoy in an immaterial exiſtance, (as a late writer 
obſerves) no doubt but the apoſtle would have com- 
forted his followers with the news, that they 
muſt enjoy rewards immediately after death; but we 
find no promiſe of a reward — the reſurrection of 
the body, and,its ſowing is its diſhonor, but its raiſ- 
ing its glory. You ſee it is the fame body that was com- 
Mittedto thegrave, that muſt be raiſed a ture - 
dy: and thenit may ſing and bid defiance tothe 

The ſame apoſtle obſerves, that . fleſhand bl 

not enter into the kingdom of Heaven,” butthe el 

and blood raiſed, hath the glories of the ki 

Heaven, May we not then juſtly infer, that, a 


is as neceſſary in glory, as fleſh and blood wants it by. 


the neceſſity of its form. Herewe ſee, to our com- 
fort, we ſhall be as happy as any being whatever; 


che ſcriptures being as explicit as poſſible, that the | 


divine and human nature is all one. The fcri 


pturey 
moſt certainly maintain, that Jeſus Chrift was of 
the divine nature: And in other 8 that we 


Mall be like him; and when St. Paul makes Chrift's 
zeſurre&tion a proof of that we muſt riſe, there 
could be no ſenſe at all in the ſimile, if the and 
we were of two different natures. Hence it comes 

to paſs that our Saviour, with propriety, faid, © im 


that day ye ſhall know, that I am in the father 


» WG = 


and 


SET 
"i 


_— 


_ muſt the doctrine he * taught be prefer- 
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hith, we ſhall meet the Lord in the air, for 


which v may well cry with him, we long to be 


* diſſolved, and to keen Chriſt,” Again, © the 
4 dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and bleſſed are t. 


that have part in the firſt refurrection.“ To * 
1 add, that we may ' be bleſſed if we 
becauſe by the li — of nature, we are ab 
8 urs we ure enabled 9 
is aer 3 ke — but, matter 


_ uts on, all forms; experience 
— oils Paw eB 8 in * age, when 


mow! is leſs; Then I fay, we are as certain as 
. reaſon can make us, that miſery and joy is the con- 


ſequence of different modes; and that it is evident 


from the concurrence of ſeripture and reaſon, there 


8 no immaterial ſubſtance or any ire; 8 
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trines, with their Anſwers, and ſome Deſultories to 
araber the aforeſaid Doctrines. 


OBJECTION. 1, 


tion of an apoſtle, is not ſufficient to validate 
octrine he teaches ? ' | 


Aus. St. Paul faith, “ if, I, e from 


Di. it not ſeem very harſh, that the fane- 
d 


heaven, preach any other doctrine, let him be ac- 


curſed. Tou ſee here is Paul againſt Paul, 


| the conpurrence bf an angel to back him: 


yet he tells us, we muſt give preference to the — 
trine he had already taught. From what motive 


ed. 
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red, except it was becauſe reaſon could give it ſincs 
tion; therefore, reaſon. is here ee before way 


e of an apoſtle with miracle. » 
CORY. OBJ ECT1ON. II. ets 
OES not * ſcripture ſpeak of ſoul 5 body, 
as two diſtinct beings ?, 


As. The ſeripture ſpeaks of ful nd body as; 

two diſtinct ſubſtances, juſt in that light, as it lays, 

the ſun ſtood ſtill; and as it reckoned the paralytic 

demoniac, But divines think it a ſufficient anſwer 

to ſay, the prophets were not putting down the na- 

ture of diſtempers, or teaching us yoo Nor 

indeed, does it appear to be the point in hand; in 

many piaces here the Dengoniacs are barely men- 

tioned. But in the xv, 1. Cor. the importance of 

the reſurrection is the very thing the apoſtle diſ- 

putes, for above any other place of ſcripture; there-" 

fore we ought to give preference to this chapter, 

and preferring « one place of ſcripture to another, is 

warranted by ſcripture: For the prophets of the Old 

Teſtament, gave preference to thoſe of the New, and . bs 

accordingly thoſe of the New Teſtament claim it. 
But the place of ſcripture where the definition of 

any ſubject is deſignedly carried on, divines juſtly ' 

Jay, is to be preferred to any place where the ſame - 

thing may be accidently mentioned, --- As for ex- 

ample, Solomon's meaning in the laſt of Eccleſiaſties, 

where he ſays, © then ſhall the duſt return to the 

duſt, and the ſpirit to God that gave it,“ is only to 

ſhew, that man muſk undergo a diſſolution, and it 

is ſufficient for him, that, he uſeth none but the 

common phraſes, taken from the creation of man 

in Geneſis, But, in that pres of the royal preach- 

eK 
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Dobben he ſaith; I faid in my heart concerning 
| — of the ſons of men, c.“ What man 18: 


nm teſpect to foul and body, and the relation betwixt 
man and beaſt, is the thing under neee con- 
=: fideration. | 


OBJECTION: III. 


* T if matter was all ſenſitive, and that Hoes? h 
eternity, we ſhould remember from eternity. 14 
Ans. Oyr ſenſation changes with the mode, 
and fo jt comes to pals, that we remember not. for- 


| 
mer things. | 1 | 


0 J E c 'T I 0 N IW. 
UT men in fits know no ſenſation at all and | 
ſome parts of the body are always inſenſible. \ 
As. Men in fits remember not what they | 
felt during the paroxiſm, after the fit is over; be- 
cauſe the mode receives ſo great a change: Thoy.. 
its evident to by- ſtanders, that ſome in fits are ca- 
po of ſenſations, notwithſtanding they remem- | 
r- it not afterwards, As to ſome parts of the 
body being always inſenſitive, firſt, let us ſuppoſe 
a ſound eye, that ſeeth in the greateſt perfection, 
without intermiſſion and variation of light; though | 
this eye moſt certainly ſeeth, without intermiſſion ' 
or variationof light; yet how can one that ſeeth in this 
ſort, define what ſeeing is, ſince he can bring it into 
no compariſon with darkneſs, which is requiſite 'to | 
have an idea of, before he can define what ſeeing is, e- 
ven ſo it happens with ſome parts of the human body. 
The change of mode in them, is of ſuch flow 
progreſſion, and the mode ſo nearly uniform, that 
it Rs not of changes to define its ſen6bility by, 
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hen fe de - Olber parks oF the body 
Em enable from a diſcontinuation of contafm 
or rather a ſlender contact, as hair, and nail, and the: 
like and it may be, that other parts of the body: + 
that are connected to the body by fo feeble a c 
nection: That in ſuch caſe, the part may feel for 
itſelf, and can with no more percepture join its 
ſenſibility with the reſto the body, kao tho fgling 
e r Loop ee ä 


OBJECTION, 3 
E own it to be demonſtrable, there is nothing | 
to ſuffer and enjoy but matter, and con- 
3 the OW of pou muſt be eternal ; 
yet, as We are continually. chan wes ek the ſubſtance o 
our bodies, ſo that which will compoſe me at my 
death, is no more the object of my care, than that 
which compoſed me ten years : 0 
+ Aus, It is certainly demonſtrable, that wa 
ſufker and enjoy according to the mode; theſe. 
very bodies that now live and breath, will certainly. 
retain ſenſibility to to what part of the terreſtial 
globe they are joined; if matter was an inſenſible 
before its being joined to our human frame, 
it would certainly remain fo afterwards, The meat 
and drink that we eat, is converted i — our ſuh· 
ſtance: and by that it undergoes no othet mutation 
but new mode, and mode can but alter the ſenſa- 
tion z it could not give the property of feeling, if it 
was not an inherent, quality in all matter. There · 
fore, theſe bodies of ours, that die of the eue or or 
any, other agonizing, excruciating diſtemper 
not be relieved by that denſe 3 1 bong N 
caſt AP aue converts thee 8H . Heat wo 
Warm 


VUunth is an attender G eee and 4 ee 

folid, if ſuch there was, would be ine 8 

made hot, becauſe it would admit 

Ky parts, 

wk hear admitted Mo Gr bodkes, Seck Hai 

and by che motion of hear and warmth, we feel a 

Pleaſant ſenſation; and ſo is the Rate of health nd | | 
uth. | } 
Hut in old age, ©: opt incroaſech for vant of ew. | 

bore On: the particles preſs on ore air- | 


uceth 4 painful ſenſation; -—= Thus, 
eter, which om reaſon, in concurrence 
ture, that miſeries and oys, are the 1 le cores 
ſequences of dente, rarified forms; Ayes wg 
in the firſt bock thereof, introduces the myftery 
| the tree of life, and the-revelation of St. Johm che 
therewith. And ſince we have ſhewn by indubi⸗ 
table certainty, and the light of reaſon, that WE 
muſt be rariffed by fire, before we can poffcfg 1 | 
| ſtate of happineſs : It —.—— we illuſtrate one 
* pn of feripture to the ame. 4 
rk: — life in Ezekiel, are Kno- 
ho de the ſane, as in St. John; and the trees grow. 
ing on the banks of the river, which bear 
Aer anplneg by. — ea altar; this iy 
þ er amp The God, enterifts 
the temple by the Ne, and the front of ths 
houſe ſtanding towards the eaſt: Which hath an 


at 
—— — * 


| lefon tothe myſterie rpm ar pf ME | | 
in the k nan e | | 
This he ter fi nifies knowledge, and it 


is remarkable Rare not come t the taſty 

and miry grounds, becauſe whatſoever it cometh to; 

Hall live; Tg the fiſnerman ſhall ſtand * it, 
rom 


e 


OP 
* 3 


from En- gedi to En- -eglaim. The fiſhertnen, the 
apoſtles, particularly St . John from En: gedi, to En- 
eiglaim, alludes to the ſong of Solomon: For his 
— love ſcenes, are none other but the myſteries 


my 7 — is a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſeal 
And again, his beloved was brought forth under 
the apple tree, and the gums and ſpices, and the 
= ſmoke evidently ſuggeſteth, that it is à myſtical 
= repreſentation of the eaſtern funeral pile... How ex- 
| preſſive is the following paſſage; King Solomon 
| made himſelf a chariot of the wood of Labanon; 
| that is, a chariot to convey him to immediate feli- 
city, as its obſervable, that Moſes and Aaron, that 
underſtood the N of the divine myſteries had 
their exits a part in private. It was Solomon's at- 
5 illucidate theſe myſteries, failing in which, 
e the woman ſo grieveouſly lament, in Eſdras. It 
was the conſequence of this knowledge, that was 
St. Paul's pricking the fleſh, and made St. John's 
belly bitter. It is aſtoniſhing to think how divines 
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it | could miſs the meaning of the any ea « If I, 
Ki « ſaid our Saviour, be lifted up from the earth, 1 
N 8 « will draw all men after me; which is as much 


J as to. ſay, ye ſhall ſee my bodily aſcenſion into 
| heaven, and hereafter ſhare the ſame glory with 

me. | 
BJECTION.. VL 01 
r it is ſaid ſome ſhall be raiſed woCrerkaſting 
B happineſs, and ſome to endleſs torment. 
AN s. Both 1s true, and it is true, we mall be 
raiſed to both, for there is ſuch a thing as ſufferin 
— we a r and the ſuf⸗ 


fterings 


of paradiſe. The garden encloſed is my 1 1 
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ferings and en nts, bear a proportion-one, to a- 
= and 1 Aube but as à day © miſery to a mil- 
lonof years of happineſs, wertiay, however, be juſtly 
Ev. to be raiſed to eternal Joys and miſeries ; bar 
more of this hereafte. 

I have already told my readers ſome of my trou- 
les and anxieties; that overwhelmed me upon 

Pens them ignorant of the ſenſe of the ſcripture; 
in concurrence with reaſon,” concerning the ſuffer- 

in the grave. I went to ſeveral divines, both 
e and non-confotmiſts, upon the occaſion 
of the death of friends; imploring them with tears 
and intreaties, to conſider wi me; that the ſcrip- 
; ture was not-in the favour of that en, that we 
can enjoy while the body is in the grave! Bug on 
the contrary, that the grave is the place of torment, 
and to be-rejoiced over, when we get clear of it, and 
of theſe earthy forms. — ſuppoſed to them, that 
there muſt be ſome ſuch ſecret in nature, which 
men being poſſeſſed of, might tranſmit their bodies 
into a ſtate of felicity. I inſtanced the text of the 
der of life in Geneſis, which they told me was but 
an irony; but ſurely the mataphor of the tree of 
e coming ſo frequently among the glorious pro- 
miſes of the New Teſtament, ſhews that it is no 
irony. — The river of life, and the tree of life, in 
in the midſt of the paradiſe of God, and the hidden 
mana, and ſuch like cannot be ironies, and if theſe 
be not the ſame, cannot be ironies in Geneſis, and 
= cannot help making the former obſervation. 


OB; ECTION wy 
U T. Mr. arwood, reſtrains the benefit of the 
reſurrection to the F e . and if 1 * 


. w 4 


. 

be the caſe, the reward lies not in the act of being 

raiſed from the dead. 

Axs. The act of being raiſed from the dead, 
is certainly looked upon in ſcripture as a releaſe, 

for when the apoſtle faith, © the ſting of death is 

Jin,” yet he brings in the reſurrection from the 

. grave as a releaſe, and makes the difference betwixt 
che good and evil being rewarded, to conſiſt in be- 

ing ſooner or later raiſed; as thus, the dead in 

| Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, and bleſſed are they that 2 * 


* 


part in the firſt reſurre&tion.” | WW 


OBJECTION. .. 
UT one Mr. Baxter ſays, there is an immaterial 
LD fpirit, becauſe otherwiſe all the phenomena of 
nature cannot be accounted for. 

Ax s. By this way of reaſoning, the more igno- 
rant we are of nature the better we ſhall be able 
do prove a firſt cauſe; but it is an eaſier thing to be 

certain that there' is no immaterial unextended ſub- 
ſtance, than to illucidate all the phænomena of na- 
ture: Therefore his ignorance of the cauſe of gra- 
vity, will not help him to prove that it is done by 
an immaterial ſubſtance ; it would prove his abili- 
ties for the work, if he could as readily ſhew how 
an immaterial ſubſtance does things, as he can de- 
mand to know how they are done without it. Mr. 
Baxter is offended with Ariſtotle, for affirming that 
matter is endued with a — way. uality, if "> 
had ſaid with an incomprehenſible felf-moving 
lity, how much would he have differed from 

r in point of illuſtration, who affirms, (rich 

the reſt of divines that maintain immateriality) that 
an incomprehenſible cauſe does all things in an in- 
f eee | 
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comprehenſible manner. However we have t 
happineſs to acquieſce with Mr. Baxter, who elſe- 
where affirms, that there is no ſecond cauſe. I won- 
der whether Mr. Baxter dare not aſſert that nothing 
can go through an intire ſolid, or penetrate it, whe- 
ther he does not find. his underſtanding acquaint 
him that ſuch a ſolid cannot be penetrated, no, not 
ſo much as made hot, becauſe heat is motion, or 
that an intire vacuum admits of no action through 
it; what then is the operation of this immaterial 
unextended ſubſtance ? We may venture to affirm, 
that if there was no intercourſe betwixt the matter in 
our ſyſtem, and that in the regions of the fixed ſtars, 
thoſe luminaries would by no means be viſible to 
us, It is but a dream of thoſe that affirm that we 
may have an hundred ſenſations, for any thing we 
know, in another life, ſince it may with certainty 
be affirmed, that the ſenſations we enjoy are all but 
different kinds of feelings, 
But fays Mr. Locke, how ſhould coition be ac- 
counted for if matter be finite ? It could not be ac- 
counted for by either the believer or reaſoner; why 
then could it ayail any thing to the aſſertor of a non- 
extended ſubſtance. But how comes Mr. Locke 
to maintain that matter is finite ? If it was fo, doubt- 
leſs there would be no coition ; but I ſee no reaſon 
wie have to conclude that matter is finite, but rather 
that ſpace is immenſe and matter infinite; neither 
is the quirk which ſcholars have at their finger's 
end, available to prove the contrary. © —- 
We cannot, ſay they, comprehend immenſity and 
eternity, therefore how ſhould we prove ſuch things? 
But we are as certain there is no end of diſtance, as 

we are that two right lines parallel will never meet. 
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If we were to fly ever 7 * in im menſity and telt, 
the place which we came to, whether it was empty | 
or poſſeſſed with matter, there would fill be diſtance. 
 betore us; and foraſmuch as there is coition of parts, 
it rather proves that there is matter diffuſed in ſpace, 
in ſome proportion diſtance without end, than that 
ir een the being of a non-extended ſubſtance.. 


„ E 2 10 N IX. 
matter waz all ſenſitive, every particle v0 05 be 
a thinking being, and many would be the abſurd 
IR lays Mr. Locke. _ 
Ans. We fee no reaſon why particles 1 matter 
cannot join as uniformly in producing regular 
thoughts, as they do in conveying light and ſound: 
But i it ſeems, ſome. are already offended with my 
article deduced from the, light of reaſon, that we 
ſuffer in the grave; therefore, to animadvert a little 
- thereon may not be amiſs before I conclude. _ 
As is T obſerved, St. Paul affirms © that 
th and. blood cannot enjoy the kingdom of hea- 
”” But why? Is it becauſe it is in no mode 
EE capable of thoſe joys ? Or is it an imma- 
terial ſubſtance that alone is capable of heaven's 
joys? By no means, the apoſtle never ſuppoſes any 
duch thing, but makes it as clear by words, as 1s 
ſufficient. for an intelligent being, that fleſh and 
blood turned into ſpirit is, by that very act, and that 
alone, 2 able of heaven's Joys. 
And it is obſervable, that it is . as neceſſarily in 


flieg by having put on the form or mode of a ſpi- 
. rit, as it was, that fleſh and blood could not poſſeſs 
it. Then pleaſe to obſerve, that as its felicity com- 
mences on its - quitting its parruplible: forms, exals 
'_ EXuits 


(. 29 ). 
cxults in triumph over death and the grave: Then I 
fay, is it not evident that all hell's torments, or all 
that can be inflicted by way of puniſhment; is moſt 
certainly to be underſtood to be hor p91 rg 
body” in the grave, while it waits for the 
ge whehce 1 dates the "beginning 
its | 

If this be right reaſoning, (and my opponents 
would do well to ſhew if it be not) what reaſon 
can” be ſhewn for paying that difference; to that 
ſhocking cuſtom o burying of the dead? The an- 
tiquity of an error, is but a wWoeful apology: If tho 

ſpirit of God, by the bleſſed apoſtle teaches us as 
fees obſerved, "tas the modes of matter governs 
Ur ſtate or being, and determines its Joys or tor- 
ment, ne would think it a prodigy, chat thoſe that 
Pea to believe the ſcriptures," ſhonkd> ſay that 
e modes” of matter, do not affect our ſtate after 
death, — have been very careful of thoſe words, 
in the apocalypſe, viz: © I teſtify unto every 
one, that 'heareth' the words of the prophecy of 
„this bock; if, any man ſhall add unto theſe 
things, God fall add unto hiny the plagues that 
40 © are written in this book.” But I knew not how | 
aritagoniſt_can ward off the malediction that 
| 5 lows, viz. © And if any man ſhall take away 
from the words of this book, God ſfiall take away 
“ his Ro out of the book of life, and out of 
< the holy city, 4nd from the things which are 
„Witten in this book.“ It is a joyful ſaying, 
3 chat we are not called to the moùnt; that muſt 
fiot be touched;“ and to all che dreadful terrors 
of the Molfate diſpenſarion, but are allowed the 

— of enquiry into our — to you 
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ind lis to the father; 4 ct ant 
| matter, are conducive to happineſs or miſery, and 
= | that © as we have born the image of the earthy, 
* we ſhall alſo bear the image X the heavenly 
we. - Being thus informed, in order that we may take the 
advantage of ee u the heavenly mode. — Tell 
me, is «4 not very ill · natured to ſet at nought all 
. cis glorious revelation, and ſay that there is no 
. advantage in in one mode of matter above another. 
8 I beg you to hear it with patience, do not Fray. 
. | oppoſe both ſcripture and common ſenſe ; | 
to undervalue the great and glorious p 2 5 of 
the New Teſtament with a er bt if -it was 
illnatured to bring a bad report of the land of Ca- 
naan, ſurely they are very culpable when God hath 
ſet open the gates of Paradiſe, that will neither en- 
ter nor permit others, which is effectually done by 
| thoſe that ſay it is no advantage to matter to be 1n 
| one mode more than another. 
You that pretend to be diſpe iden of the Goſpel, 
Wk ſearch moſt carefully — 1 it doth not ſay, in. a 
1 certain place, — the benefits of the reſurrec- 
1 tion are the things under conſideration) that modes 
= of matter are conducive to our happineſs; and you 
know that where the reſurrection is, the v 'Þ 
—_ - under conſideration ſupercedes any place of ſcrip 
. | ture where that ſubject was not deſignedly brug} t 
8 5 on the anvil. 
One denomination of chriſtfans contend with ano- 
ther about the power of the keys, and many pre- 
tend to give abſolutions, and to ſend to heaven and 
to hell by giving and with-holding their benedicti- 
ons; but the. ſcripture affirms poſſitively, that fe- 
| "ny is to be obtained thro? Putting on 5 
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es of matter, which it ſcems they have hardly 
ever thought of, If. they will not be perſuaded, I 
know not what lamentation is ſufficient to expreſs 
that deplorable ignorance. 
0] read the 15th Chap. of the 1ſt of Cor. that 
is read at our burials, read it over ON 
2 for God's ſake conſider what you are do 

ve you underſtanding, 

4” it not in the regions of India and China, 
hide it in eternal oblivion from the ages to come, 
that the chriſtians had a revelation from God that 
clearly intimated, that modes of matter were con- 
ducive of joys and miſery, and that rewards and 
puniſhments were to be determined thereby; and 
pet for almoſt two thouſand years laid it aſide, and 
mage no proper uſe thereof, 


Bury me not for Heaven's Sake; 
In Hopes that I muſt riſe, 

If that's the Object of mv With, | 
Why not now mount tue Skies, 
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